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FURGE OF RIBARIAN AIR FORCE

0 Rumenian flight officers » Who recently fled to Yugoslavia in a Messer-
Behwitt, report widespread repressive messures in the wake of the Ana Paulter,
Teohari Georgescu, end Vesile Luca purges. The fliers » Capt Joan fheorghiu
and Lt Constantin Boris » landed at the Vojvodina ffeld on 5 July 1952. They
kad been aeplgned to the 180th Fighter Squadron, stetioned at the Lugoj field
in Rumania.

The unpopularity.cf Pauker, Georgescu, and Luca is ascribed by both fliers .
| to the fact that they vere the chice agents of Boviel expansion and political . .
surpresgion. Pauker was particularly urpopular becmuse Mwuucow bad placed her

in cherge of collectivization.

: Peasants who rebelled against collectivizetion vere arrested and chipped
%o the Banube-Black Sen Caval, or other alave lnbor projects. The three lesd--
X ers wgre déposed because the regime needed scapegoats for the growing embitter-
i ment of the people. Both fliers aosert that the fall of Pauker and ber friends
: would not lead to any change in political policy. Pressure from Moscow hed he—
come atronger than ever and their successors were equally tocls of the USSR.

The two officere state that & wave of arrests spread through the country :
: folloying the pwrge of the three leaders. Arrests were particularly numerous :
i in the three ministries vhich the fallen Communists heeded ; the Ministry of :
Pdreign Affairs, the Hinistzry of Fipance, and the Ministry of Domestic Affairs.
In the Floesti area alone, 3,000 police were arrested. Vasile Modovan, former
assistant Minister of Finence, and Aurel Vijoli, director of the state bank,
vere among those arrested. . )

Ruimerous arreszis and discharges from the service. occurred in the air
; - force. The purge of the air force was probably brought sbout by the £light
! on 13 March of the operations officer s the political commissar, and the phy-
; sician of the 1Tth Bowber Squadron, stationed in Stalin. These men flew in
a bomber to Yugoslavia, Shortly afterward, Ma) Gen Constantin Doncea, chief
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of tha sir defense of Bnchsyest ; ves arreeted and shot. Others arrested ware:
the.com&ing officer of the 17th Pomher Sguadron end his political commisger 3
il pavecunel on Suty on tho day of flight et the Stalin fi61d ; base of the
17th Basbor Squadreny Major Popescu {fnu), eng Major Giutu {£nu}, commander of
of the &ir divinlon in Buchovest » u2o hed glven: tha refugess fitgut permits.

. Gen ¥mi) Podnerss, Minister of the Arzed Forces, told a meeting of higher
officews thab the elr Porvce vould hsve ta e prrgsd of &3 unrelisbles. As o
¥Halt, 13 montha after ihe fiighi of tho bomber, 80 rercent of all prevay of-
Ticers mod 30 porcent of all newer officers of the alr force vers removesd. In
=88ition Lt Gen Paul Verdes s chief of the general staff ; end Kyl Gen Bactis
(fu)} vere avrested, according %o the fliers,

Gheorghia end Beris knew nothing of active updersronnd resictorce ez iyt
Yhey kad, hovever, hsard of 8poredic peasant uprisings in 1951, These upris-
ings had droken cub becanse the zaedatory dzlivery of 70 parcent of ths hey-
vest lead o hurger end privaticn. Both 21ligrs cwplainzd theiv owm Zlight as
& FEGuil of the usbearsble terror sgresd throughcut Kumania by the DESR. Teoy
thempelves hud been well pald end well fed brcauss the regime gave strang
suppert to the areed forces. The uass of warkers and peazants lived in great-
5% povarty, hovaver.
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